School Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
St. Edmund’s Elementary Junior High School
January 13, 2021
Call To Order Rosy Moore: 7:16 p.m. January, 13, 2021
Opening Prayer: Susan Freitas-Neil
Roll Call: Rosy Moore, Adrienne Luong, Tara Killam, Nicole Senft, Brittney Ward, Susan Freitas-Neil, Fernando Runco, Katherine Stewart, Milto Sirna, Dan Poon, Linda Letchford, Christina McLachlan, and Perry Chahal
Motion: To approve minutes of the previous meeting, held on November 18, 2020. Motion to approve by Susan Freitas-Neil, second by Tara Killam. Motion approved unanimously.
Financial Report: Adrienne Luong
General Account: $12,208.02
Casino Account: $79,840.05
Principals Report: Fernando Runco
· Covid contact tracing unfortunately spread junior high staff short during the beginning of the school year so for the next 6 months, we needed to come up with a new method for going forward to minimize the amount of staff that is required to isolate at a time. We created a new schedule that will keep the programming maintained by having longer blocks at a time. Through contact tracing last fall and the number of teachers having to isolate, we were required to put new strategies in place to reduce the staff shortage due to isolating requirements. So far the new methods and new schedules are working well. 
· Core subjects/teaching assignments maintained
· Slight changes to non-core subjects (some changes include– Ms. Russo now teaching French instead of Mrs. Mombourquette; Mr. Pierzchajlo teaching Health instead of Mrs. Salisbury)
· Gradebooks will not need to be altered
· Curriculum pacing guide, minutes of instruction, and IB programming maintained
· Numeracy Block maintained
· Academy Schedules maintained 
· Change - Core subjects, Religion, and Options will now be double blocks (100 minutes) to reduce teacher movement from classroom to classroom throughout the day. (For example, in the previous schedule a typical day would have a class with 7 different teachers. The new schedule with double blocks for Core Subjects, Religion, and Options reduces possible contact tracing down to 2-4 teachers per day. For most teachers, the reduction is from 7 different classes taught per day to 3 classes taught per day.)
· Non-Academy French, Health and Phys Ed will still be single 50-minute blocks; however, there may be a day when Non-Academy French occurs twice in one day or back to back.
· Highschool open houses this year will be by way of virtual visits - see January and February newsletters for dates for each high school in our zone.
· Report cards will go live on January 29. Parents can check in any time throughout the year to see their child’s process through PowerSchool.
· The second semester will begin on February 1.  
· Thank SAC for supporting our St. Ed’s families, 12 hampers were delivered last month.
· The sign of hope campaign held last month was a success and they raised $2,308.
· We learned we will not be offering full day kindergarten next year.
· We are planning visits for our feeder schools to be held virtually in February.
· The St. Ed’s open house is scheduled for February 17 and will be held virtually.  We have a technology team to assist in planning the open house.
IB Report: 
PYP-Linda Letchford 
· PYP Exhibition the celebration of learning for Kindergarten to grade 5 will be a demonstration of what it means to be a PYP student. They are learning important life skills and putting these skills into practice to show global awareness. This year’s exhibition will be held online. It will be a huge collaboration, but this year’s exhibition will be more teacher guided due to the new challenges faced with Covid.  The exhibition will be held on March 25 for the grade 5 parent group. The theme is how we express ourselves. This theme allows the kids to dive into their own passions. 
· In terms of reporting, you will see a PYP report in PowerSchool on the back of the report card there will be a comment respecting the learner skills and learner profiles used during that time.
MYP - Brittany Ward
· MYP report - Our biggest change from the last report was of course the schedule change from 50-minute blocks to 100-minute blocks.  This extra time allows for a deeper inquiry and it is a great opportunity.  Reports for the end of January will also have NYP outcomes in their PTP. The assessment rubric will be attached to the report card so that what each mark means will be clear for everyone. With NYP we are determining how many Grade 9 kids are planning to go to MAC for high school to continue with the diploma program.  Graduating with a diploma program allows for extra opportunities respecting high school credits.
New Business/Questions:
Question In regard to the IB report and considering the stress resulting from the pandemic, is more focus being placed on mental health and overall happiness rather than pressure and added stress with academic requirements. 
· A lot of the academic requirements are simply in the background. With the IB program requirements it also allows us time to reflect on what is going on in the world and in terms of the pandemic and how it is affecting us individually and globally. With the IB program we are required to have the rubrics in place, but everyone is taking a lot of consideration for the mental and emotional health of the children at this time. 
· We are mandated to teach the curriculum, and this cannot be changed. Academics is required and emotional wellbeing is also being discussed and open. The administrators are providing the staff with extra time for class planning. The teachers are understanding the extra pressure and giving extra time to the students, but they still need to keep up with the curriculum. We have a really good support system within the school.
· We are reflective of the emotions and also teaching the students to be reflective themselves.  The exhibition sounds really academic but allows the students to have self-reflection and identify their needs and acknowledge when they require extra support to be successful. With an IB curriculum, time is allowed for daily reflections with the children. 
· It is important to acknowledge how the pandemic has affected our emotions. We have been focusing on more mental health skills and providing emotional tools to help cope with the new challenges that everyone is facing. 
Meeting was adjourned by Rosy Moore at 7:52

Society Meeting Minutes
St. Edmund’s Elementary Junior High School
January 13, 2021
Call To Order: 7:53
Roll Call: Rosy Moore, Adrienne Luong, Tara Killam, Nicole Senft, Brittney Ward, Susan Freitas-Neil, Fernando Runco, Katherine Stewart, Milto Sirna, Dan Poon, Linda Letchford, Christina McLachlan, and Perry Chahal
Motion: To approve minutes of the previous meeting, held on November 18, 2020. Motion to approve by Tara Killam, second by Perry Chahal. Motion approved unanimously.
Financial Report: Adrienne Luong
General Account: $12,208.02
Casino Account: $79,840.05
Will be meeting with the bank to update signing authority and there are items to be updated on the accounts from previous approvals.  Will need to deduct $2,000 for the food gift cards, $1,000 for the emergency fund, $1,500 for recess equipment, $15,000 for chrome books/cart approval, and $2,000 for the clothing fund.
New Business- Proposals: None 
Brainstorming ideas to give back to the students like potentially hosting a family fun day/fundraiser to support our students and boost morale during this time. We should have proper proposals from the SAC for the next meeting to do something nice and fun for the students and their families.  
Next Meeting: February 10, 2021 at 6:00 PM to be held virtually on Microsoft Teams
Meeting Adjourned by Rosy Moore at 8:02 p.m.

